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York Central, the Pennsylvania and the
Nickel Plate railways. It has a municipal
airport. It is a lake port of importance,
with large facilities for handling iron ore.
It is one of the principal trans-shipping
points for iron ore from the Minnesota iron
mines to the Pittsburgh district. The city
has ship yards, car repair shops, iron works
and tanneries. Among its manufactures are
corrugated boxes, rubber, lumber and agri-
cultural implements. The city was founded
in 1803. Population, 1930, 23,301.

ASH WEDNESDAY, the first day of
Lent, so called from a custom in the Western
Church of sprinkling ashes on the heads of
penitents admitted to penance that day. The
custom is said to have originated with Greg-
ory the Great. In the Roman Catholic Church
the ashes are consecrated on the altar,
sprinkled with holy water and then cast on
the heads of the clergy and people, the priest
saying in Latin, "Remember that thou art
dust and to dust thou shalt return."

3IA, the greatest of the
continents in area, almost
five times as large as
Europe, and two and a
half times as large as
North America. It con-
tains 17,470,282 square
miles and more than 950,-
000,000 people, an aver-
age of fifty-four to the
square mile. Half of the
people are in China alone,
where the population is
dense. From the west to
east its length is 5,000
miles, and from north to
south it is 5,100 miles. Asia represents thirty
per cent of the world's land area, and it
contains fifty-one per cent of its population.
The adjoining islands include the Japan
Islands, the Philippines and the large group
usually known as the East Indies, in which
are Sumatra, New Guinea and Borneo, among
the largest islands of the world. This archi-
pelago is subdivided into numerous smaller
groups. The important isolated islands are
Formosa and Hongkong, off the coast of
China, and Ceylon, at the southern extremity
of India. The continent is separated from
Europe by a mere depression, extending from
the Caspian Seas northward to the Ural
Mountains, which complete the boundary.
During the early part of the Cenozoic Era

this portion of the continent was submerged,
and Europe and Asia formed two separate
continents. Asia is separated from a por-
tion of Africa by the Red Sea and the
Strait of Bab-el-Mandeb and is joined to
it by the Isthmus of Suez, which is about one
hundred miles wide.
Political Divisions. There was a con-
siderable shifting of political control in
Western Asia as a result of the World
War. Turkey lost control of Syria, Pales-
tine, Mesopotamia and Arabia, retaining
Anatolia in Asia Minor only. Armenia be-
came a Soviet Republic. In 1932 Japan
conquered Manchuria from China and set
up the State of Manchukuo, comprising all
the territory of Manchuria and Jehol. The
major political divisions of Asia, including
the adjacent islands, are as follows, the
areas and populations being given in round
figures:
Independent Countries. These are (1)
China, including China proper, and Mongolia,
with an area of 3,000,000 square miles and
a population of 450,000,000; (2) the Japanese
Empire, covering 260,000 square miles and
having a population of 90,000,000; (3) Siam,
with an area of 200,000 square miles and a
population of 11,500,000; (4) Persia (Iran),
with an area of 628,000 square miles and a
population of 10,000,000; (5) Iraq, with an
area of 116,000 square miles and a popula-
tion of 2,850,000; (6) the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, including Hejaz and other dependen-
cies, of over 1,000,000 square miles, and a
population of over 4,500,000; (7) Afghanistan,
with an area of about 250,000 square miles
and a population of about 12,000,000; (8)
Turkey's territory in Asia comprises practi-
cally all of Asia Minor, with an area of
about 285,000 square miles and a population
of 10,000,000; (9) The domain of Soviet
Russia, comprising all of Siberia, Russian
Turkestan and territories in Transcausia,
including Armenia; total area, 2,000,000
square miles; population, 33,000,000.
Semi-Independent Countries* These are
(1) Nepal, with an area of 54,000 square
miles and population of about 6,000,000, and
Bhutan, area 18,000 square miles and popu-
lation 300,000; both within British sphere of
influence; (2) Manchukuo, formerly Man-
churia, a state erected under Japanese con-
trol, with an area of about 400,000 square
miles and a population of 24,000,000.
British Colonies and Dependencies. These
include (1) British India with an area of
1,318,000 square miles and a estimated popu-
lation of 290,000,000; (2) Ceylon, area 25,000
square miles, population 5,300,000; (3) The
Straits Settlement and Malay Federated
States, with area of 28,500 square miles and
population of 2,600*000; (4) Hong: Kong,